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The perfect dress

Becca’s Closet set to help girls afford a gown for prom

By Kathryn Koch
GateHouse News Service
Posted Feb 26, 2010 @ 06:00 AM

PLYMOUTH — Prom season has already begun for young women looking for just the right dress to wear on one of the biggest
nights of the year.

And the calls have started pouring in to the Plymouth chapter of Becca’s Closet, a program dedicated to providing donated prom
gowns to students who cannot otherwise afford a dress for prom.

“We’re going to have another busy season,” organizer Maureen Garrett said.

Four years ago, Garrett’s daughters, Caroline and Adrianna, started Becca’s Closet to help supply gowns to classmates. With 400
gowns in reserve, Garrett looks forward to arranging appointment with girls looking for the perfect dress.

She expects more calls this year than last.

At the junior prom fashion show at Plymouth North High School at 7 p.m. this Thursday (Feb. 25), models will wear some of the
gowns and an announcement will be made to the audience that more are available.

Sequins and glitter and gowns laced up at the back are particularly popular this year, Garrett said.
“We’re very fortunate that local bridal boutiques give brand new dresses,” she added.

Becca’s Closet pays tribute to 16-year-old Rebecca “Becca” Kirtman of Florida who started the program before her death in a car
accident in 2003.

Teens in need of a prom dress can call Garrett after 5 p.m. at 508-747-4622 to make an appointment. They only have to show a
student ID. A dressing room for trying on gowns has been set up at The Cleanist dry cleaners at 53 Long Pond Road. The
Cleanist also offers free fittings, alterations and dry cleaning services.

Girls are asked to return the dresses so they can be worn again but they are not required to do so. Many trendy and fashionable
gowns, many of which are brand new, are donated to Becca’s Closet, but even donated dresses that are out of style are going to a
good cause. They will be donated to local thrift shops. The proceeds from dresses sold on consignment will go toward the Becca’s
Closet Scholarship Fund.

“It’s a win-win,” Garrett said.
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