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(WSB Radio)  -- Prom season is here, but so is a lousy economy.  So, what is a girl to do?  Some businesses in metro
Atlanta are doing their part to make every girl gets to go the prom.

Thomas Tolbert, owner of Legends in Roswell, tells WSB he disagrees with those who say  luxury items, such as prom

dresses, should be cut because of the state of the economy.

"One thing that we decided to do was to make sure that every young lady has the right to go to prom.  I don't think it's a

priviledge, I think it's a rite of passage.  If you're a junior or senior and you've waited for prom all this time, then you

should be able to go.  We noticed that some, if not most of our guests, were balking at pricing," said Tolbert.

Getting inspiration from President Barack Obama, Tolbert says for a time, a student who can show that she has completed
five hours of community service beyond school requirements, they can get any dress in the store for $125.

CC's of Rome Manager Ralph Ortiz says they also realize times are tough.

"First of all, we discount most of our stuff.  Secondly, this year we tried to focus a lot on having dresses that are under
$200, even though our average sale price is almost $300.  We do have dresses, some very good dresses, excellent dresses

at $200, and we also have dresses at $89," said Ortiz.

But for some, $89 is out of reach.  That's where Becca's Closet comes in.  Emily Petway is one of the sponsors of the

program.

"Our founder was a high school, Becca Curtman in Florida.  She starting giving out dresses from her closet because she

noticed her peers were just unable to go to prom or homecoming.  She just thought that was just not acceptable and she
wanted to help.  Her motto was that she was going to give these dresses out to anyone who has the courage to step

forward, no questions asked.   So, we sort of stayed true to that whole premise that we give it to anybody who steps

forward and says - you know what - I'm in need, this is a tough time for me," said Petway.

"This year has probably been our busiest year ever.  We've been pretty much doubled our numbers and it's not even the

end of the prom season.  We have seen an influx in the need of people asking for help, but we've also seen an influx in
the number of people who are donating," said Petway.

Petway says they get donations from all sorts of sources.

"We find our dresses from a variety of different sources.  We have some great business partnerships with individual
boutiques like Prom USA, Hot Ticket.  We have some great people who step forward who own businesses.  If they turn

over their inventory, they find that for tax donations, they find it really worthwhile to give to these girls in need.  But, a lot

of our donations also come from individuals throughout the metro Atlanta area.  One dress, from even just one person,
can make a difference to just one person in need," said Petway.

So, it may take a little effort and hard work, but there are groups out there lending a helping hand.  Now, getting a date,

that's up to you!
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What others are saying
Prom Dresses

My daughter found her prom dress for $50 and was beautiful. You think it was because she had to pay for it

herself???????

By Prom Mother @ 04/03/09 02:02:19 PMreport abuse

Prom Dress Money

If the girls paid attention and learned to sew this would not be a problem.

By General Public @ 04/03/09 12:21:24 PMreport abuse

Prom

When is prom night a right!!!!!!!!!!!!
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